ZERO
WASTE
YOUR EVENT
Work with BioPak and our partner
network and reach a zero waste
outcome for your event.

A guide to greening your event
January 2019

Whenever we gather together – whether it is for a reception,
a festival, a meeting or a convention – waste is inevitably
created. Thankfully, we have opportunities to make a positive
packaging and diverting waste from landfill.
the choices and experiences of a constellation of suppliers,
facilities, caterers, sponsors and attendees. This Zero Waste
Events Guide is designed for hosts and planners to help lessen
negative impacts on the environment and make a positive
contribution to the community and the planet.

A SUSTAINABLE VISION
At BioPak, our vision is a world without waste. It is our mission to lead the
market and inspire more people to join us in relentlessly driving change in
the global journey towards a circular economy.
Work with us and our national network of distribution, logistics and
compost partners to minimise the environmental impact of your next event
and achieve your zero waste goals.

2

ZERO WASTE GUIDE
1. Mandate compostable packaging
and a compost waste stream
Event food and beverage vendors must be contractually
obliged to only use compostable packaging. This is the most
critical step in the journey towards zero waste. Vendors
need to be informed about this right from the get-go.
BioPak can find the compost solution for your needs.
Our partners will work with you to assess your site
and packaging requirements. We can provide bins
and advice on bin station locations to ensure
maximum exposure to keep your event clean
and minimum contamination.

ZERO WASTE EVENT!

COMPOSTABLE
PACKAGING

RAPIDLY RENEWABLE –
SUSTAINABLY SOURCED
RAW MATERIAL

READY TO START AGAIN

Eco compatible – organically recyclable within
120 days in a commercial compost facility.

3
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2. Compostable packaging is an easy choice
Free packaging audit
Let BioPak contact vendors as they sign up to provide high
quality compostable packaging solutions at a competitive price.
Our national distribution network means we commit to same
day delivery to most cities nationally. In many locations we
can host a convenient collection point onsite with an extra
20% stock buffer and can take back and credit any unopened
cartons in full at the end of the event (conditions apply).

3. Staff and vendor onboarding program

Help us
help the planet
Become part
of the circular
economy

Return your
cup and food
packaging

Made from bioplastics or sugarcane, our packaging is
certified commercially compostable. By returning them
back to us, we can divert more waste from landfill,
tackle plastic pollution and fight climate change.
#towardszerowaste

We choose BioPak
who give back
7.5% of profits to
positive change

1%
TO PROTECT
RAINFORESTS

2.5%
TO RENEWABLE
ENERGY PROJECTS

4%
TO SOCIAL
CHANGE

The best zero waste ambassadors are your event staff and
vendors. Spark their enthusiasm and engagement early on
with a strong zero waste onboarding program. Keep the
communication and education going in the lead-up to the event.
Build composting and your zero waste policy into the core of
your business.
Nominate a waste warrior on your team to be the ‘face of
composting’ who will handle all questions and feedback.
Your vendors and staff can be incredible advocates for change
as they have lots of quick interactions with the customers and
can pass on the ‘compostable’ message more quickly than
anybody else.
It is also critical that all cleaners understand the importance of
keeping the compost stream separate to avoid contamination.
The use of compostable bin liners is a must!
Free recycling workshop and certification
BioPak offers free staff onboarding workshops to help educate
and promote your zero waste initiatives. Where possible, these
will be in person or we can arrange a webinar/video series.
On completion, we will provide all participants with Recycling
Workshop Certificates – this empowers them to promote the
positive impact, and drive the success of the program.
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4. Tell your customers
Spread the word early
Spread the word online and via social media – start the education
process early and make your customers feel good about choosing
you and attract new environmentally-conscious customers.
Free bin signage
BioPak will provide you with bin signage and POS flyers so you
can promote your zero waste goals and reduce contamination.
Make sure the signage and posters are visible to customers and
staff at all times. Signage can be functional (e.g. what can and
can't go in the bin) and educational (e.g. let customers know
that all your food and compostable packaging waste is being
diverted from landfill and will become nutrient rich compost
within 8 weeks.)
If space allows, it can be effective to display actual packaging
examples next to your bin. This can help reinforce the message
that all your packaging is compostable – including your paper
cups, and lids and other items that look plastic but are in fact
bioplastic, like BioPak clear cups and cutlery.

5. Event wrap up
Free zero waste event certificate and impact analysis

A couple of handy tips:
Bin monitors
The composting recycling stream is not widely used or
understood. To avoid contamination we recommend
recruiting a volunteer bin monitoring team. Two people
at each station to help guide customers make the right
bin choice. There are also performers who take this
educational role to the next level with costumes and
stories to engage and delight the crowds.
Simplify bin options

BioPak will report back on the real-world positive impacts of
your move towards zero waste. We will be able to tell you how
many tonnes of carbon emissions and plastic you have saved
by choosing compostable packaging. We will also be able to
report on how much organic waste you have diverted from
landfill and how much compost that has been created. There
are even opportunities to buy the compost back to use on the
event site.
Publish these stats and stand out from the crowd!
Impact analysis – we can help improve your result each year. Partner
with us and improve your waste diversion targets each time.

Work towards removing your red/general waste stream
completely. In the meantime, offer more green/compost
bins and less yellow/recycling and red/general waste bins.
BioPak will assist you in how to best achieve your waste
diversion targets.

ICC have diverted
21 tonnes of waste
from landfill.
In the last 10 months you have
diverted 20.8 tonnes of organic
packaging and food waste from landfill
– that’s the the weight of 15 elephants.
Instead you have created 14.5 tonnes
of compost – that’s 960 x 30litre bags.

14.5 TONNES
OF COMPOST

20.8 TONNES OF
ORGANIC WASTE

which is equivalent to 16,426 Litres of petrol, 156,155km travelled in
a new car or 11 cars removed from the road
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